
January 

2018 

At a Glance 

 

 

January 2nd 

School Resumes 

 

January 10th & 11th 

Vision & Hearing Screening 

 

January 12th 

Team Jersey  Day 

 

January 15th 

School Closed 

 

January 19th 

Grade Level COLOR DAY 

 

January 22nd 

Vision & Hearing Rescreening 

 

January 24th 

Title 1 Reading & Math Night 

6:30 PM 

 

January 25th 

Chick-fil-A Fundraiser 

All Day 

 

January 26th 

Fancy Friday 

 

January 31st 

No School For Students 

 

 

 

  

Marley Elementary School 

715 Cooper Road 

Glen Burnie, MD 21060 

410-222-6414  

Dear Parents, 

 

Happy New Year!  It is wonderful to have the chil-
dren back in school and ready for new challenges.  This is a 
perfect time to set new goals for 2018!  One of the best 
things you can do is to help your child be organized.  It’s a 
great time to clean out book bags, notebooks, binders, fold-
ers, and pencil cases.  Your child may be in need of some 
new school supplies.  The teachers are working with the 
children to clean out desks and lockers here at school to 
make sure they are organized and clutter free.  This is defi-
nitely a cooperative goal that is worthy of all of our atten-
tion and can clearly add to success in school.  Here’s to 
each student’s success in 2018! 

January is a memorable time in our nation’s history 
as we honor the life and great works of Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr.  School will be closed on January 15 in honor of 
Dr. King. At the end of the month, there are two 2-hour ear-
ly dismissal days, January 29 and 30, followed by one day, 
January 31 as a teacher work day in which schools will be 
closed.  Report cards will then be provided to you on Febru-
ary 8.  Finally, we wish you and your family a healthy and 
prosperous New Year! 

 

      Kristie Battista,  

      Principal   

      Rebecca Williams, 

      Assistant Principal 

 





Dear Pre-K families,
This month, we will be starting Theme 3: Exploring Our World Around Us.

In the first unit, we will be learning about the Earth, why it is important and about different 
animals that live on Earth.

In language arts, we are continuing to learning the letters of the alphabet.

In math, we will be learning about 3-D shapes (spheres, cubes, and cylinders), and will 
continue to count objects to tell how many.

Remember to practice fine motor skills and buttoning buttons with your child at home.

Please, have your child wear a jacket to school.  We go outside for recess every day!

Thank you!
Ms. Le
Mrs. Sesney

Important Dates:
January 1st- NO SCHOOL. Winter break

January 15th -NO SCHOOL. Martin Luther King Jr. 
Day

January 29th-30th- 2 HR Early Dismissal.  NO PM PRE-K

January 31st- NO SCHOOL.  Teacher Work Day.



Kindergarten News 
JANUARY 2018 

Ms. Haspert, Ms. Hitt, Ms. Lopez, Ms. Palen, Ms. Runion, Ms.Wilford 

Winter is here! Please consider recess time as you prepare your 

child for the day. We will go outside as often as possible (32 degrees or 

warmer).  Students will not be permitted to stay inside while the rest of 

the class is at recess.  Please have your child practice putting their coat 

on and zipping it at home.   

Here are dates in January to remember: 

 

Jan 15 - Martin Luther King, Jr. Birthday Commemoration —  

All Schools & Central Offices closed 

Jan 29 & 30 - End of second marking period.  

Two-hour early dismissal for all students, teacher workdays.  

Jan 31 - Schools closed for students. Workday for all teachers. 

 

As always, thank you for your continued support, 

K-Team 



 

 

First Grade News 
January 

Just a reminder, please check the school calendar,  

 as there are many early dismissals and days off 

 for students. 

Ask your child about his/ her school day each night. 

New Year’s Resolutions will be discussed in order for  

students to achieve a new SCHOOL GOAL! 

Useful information can be found in your child’s  

 Take-Home Folder. 

Always check and sign your child’s homework after  

 it is complete. (writing too!) 

Remember to listen to your child read a  

minimum of 15 minutes a night. 

Your continued support is appreciated. 



SECOND GRADE NEWS 

Language Arts 

 Students will be practicing a lot with 

contractions this month. They can practice 

at home by matching the pair of words that 

make up the contraction to the contraction. 

For example: do not à don’t. Our compre-

hension skills we will work on this month 

are identifying cause and effect relation-

ships, drawing conclusions, and using illus-

trations to help understand the text.  

 In writing, students will finish writ-

ing lab reports and we will practice writing 

recipes. Our next writing unit, Writing 

About Reading, has students read closely 

and gather evidence from texts to craft per-

suasive arguments. To help your child’s 

writing at home, encourage them to write in 

a nightly or weekly journal!  

Coming Up 

1/15 – SCHOOL CLOSED, Martin   

  Luther King, Jr. Day    

1/29 and 1/30 – 2 Hour Early Dismissal  

1/31 – NO SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS – 

 Teacher Workday  

Math 

Students will be working with money con-

cepts in our next unit. They will be working 

with a variety of coins and dollar bills, and 

applying their understanding of money to re-

al world problems. They will practice making 

equivalent combinations of money, as well as 

skip counting to find a total value of a set of 

money. Later in the unit, students will also 

begin to explore geometry concepts.  

Important concepts: 

Understanding the value of each coin and 

bill. 

Ordering coins by value helps when skip 

counting coins to find the total value. 

A given value of money can be created by 

a variety of combinations of coins (and 

bills). 

Applying computation strategies when 

finding change in problem solving situ-

ations. 

Keep this up at home: 

- continue practicing math facts for fluency 

- practice telling time on an analog clock  

Reminders 

Please send your child to school with a coat eve-

ry day. We go outside for recess unless it is rain-

ing or below 40 degrees, so please be sure your 

child is prepared for the weather.  

Please make sure your child is getting enough 

sleep at night! Well-rested kids make for happi-

er brains that are ready to learn.  

Homework is due on Fridays. Please make sure 

that your child completes his or her spelling and 

math homework each week.  

Happy New Year from the  

Second Grade Team 

JANUARY 2018 

Happy New Year! We hope you have all had a wonderful 

time celebrating the holiday season with your loved ones. 

We are looking forward to kicking off 2018 with lots of 

learning! 



Third Grade News 
Ms. Montgomery, Ms. Witmer, Ms. Shultz, Ms. Plunkett, Ms. Colebrook 

Winter is Here! 

Winter is officially here! A new year is upon us and we are filled with excitement for what is 

yet to come. We have already learned so much in the past few months, but there is much 

more to come. As the upcoming months will be challenging with new material and state test-

ing, please know that we are here to help your child in any way we can. Thank you for your 

continued support! 

READING 

The focus of our lessons throughout January will be Non-Fiction reading. In our study of 

nonfiction text, your child will be learning about text features, supporting details, charts, 

comparing and contrasting, and writing to sources. We will also continue to work on identi-

fying the problem and solution,  drawing conclusions and summarizing the story. As we are 

learning new reading skills, the children should be practicing at home through independent 

reading. The homework log that is coming home each week is a way for students to track 

what they are reading and respond to the text to build meaning. Please continue to read eve-

ry day with your child at home. Every bit of reading makes a difference.  

WRITING 

Third graders are still working on informational writing. You can help your child by expos-

ing them to different non-fiction texts. Try reading newspapers, blogs, timelines, magazines, 

or an encyclopedia entry. 

MATH 

Please continue practicing multiplication facts with your child. Multiplication.com and Shep-

pard Software.com are some great websites to use.  

This month, students will learn about balancing equations and the relationship between 

multiplication and division. 

 

REMINDERS 

* Even though the weather is getting much colder, the children still need an outlet to expel 

some energy. Therefore, we will be going outside for recess if it is above 32 degrees. Please 

have children wear appropriate clothing for going outside.  

 

* Library Books – Don’t forget to put library books back in your backpack to be returned to 

the library each week. 

 



Happy New Year!     

We hope everyone is excited to start the new year and recommit to learning.  

Arlington Echo 

As a reminder, 4th graders at Marley Elementary have a wonderful opportunity to attend an 

overnight field trip to Arlington Echo. We need a great deal of volunteers who are willing to 

chaperone or teach outdoor education lessons (lessons easy and fun to learn and teach) and to 

spend the night. All chaperones must be fingerprinted in order to attend the trip. This infor-

mation can be found on the website and fingerprinting occurs at the Anne Arundel County 

Board of Education.  

Math 

Fractions  - This month students have been increasing their understanding of fractions includ-

ing how to find equivalent fractions using models, such as bar graphs and number lines. Stu-

dents have been working with measurement and now have an understanding of both Metric 

and Customary Measurement and conversions. Next time you are cooking, baking, or crafting 

around the house take time to discuss measurement with your child.  All 4th grade students 

have a login to First in Math and are highly encouraged to practice their math skills on a daily 

basis.  

Reading  

Students have been busy reading a variety of texts to practice 4th grade skills. We are focusing 

on re-reading to analyze and respond to texts in an essay form. Please encourage your child to 

read on a daily basis and if possible find time to discuss their book with them. Students should 

be able to pick out details to determine the Main Idea of the text they are reading. Non-fiction 

texts can are filled with so much information to wow us. Ask your child to discuss how the text 

features in non-fiction texts help them to understand the texts Main Idea and purpose.  

Science  

In science we've been doing some inquiry learning about the geologic features of  the Earth. 

Students have been utilizing maps  to observe and make a connection based on where moun-

tains, volcanoes, and earthquakes are located.  

Writing  

Our 4th grade authors have been busy learning about opinion writing. Through research stu-

dents are able to find factual reasons to support and inform their audience about their chosen 

topics.  

        Thank you! 

        The Fourth Grade Team 

Mr. Dickson, Ms. Haynie, Ms. Pedri, Ms. White, Ms. Wood 

 

FOURTH GRADE NEWS 

January 2018 



5th Grade News 
 

Reading:   

This month in reading we will be working on our guided reading novels during small 

groups in class. Topics we will be focusing on are theme, main idea, and understanding 

context clues. We will also be preparing for our quarter 2 reading benchmark. As always, 

please have your child read every night at home. While they are reading, try asking them 

questions about the story, such as “Can you summarize the chapter you just read?” or 

“What do you think the main idea of the chapter was?”  

 

Math:   

This month in math we will be focusing on decimals, fractions, and volume. We will be 

continuing to further our number sense with decimals by comparing and rounding deci-

mals to the thousandths place. While at the store with your child, ask them questions 

about the price of items or how to make change or how to put together change to pay for 

an item. These mental math skills will help them further their understanding of deci-

mals! 

 

We will also be coming back to fractions this month to learn how to use fractions to scale 

objects (what if the paper was half of the size?) and dividing with decimals. Look for stu-

dents to bring home their math journals to help them with these skills at home.  

 

Finally, we will be coming back to volume as well. This time we will be putting our 

knowledge of how to find volume to use by applying it to real world problems. We will also 

begin to apply our volume strategies to help us find the volume of an irregular figure. 

 

Please continue to practice math facts at home daily! Building the base of fact fluency in 

multiplication and division is key to help your child be successful in 5th grade! A great 

and fun way to practice those skills is to get on First in Math nightly for 15 minutes. Also 

try a multiplication race using flashcards. Challenge your child to a fact race and see who 

wins!   

 

As always, please contact us if you have any questions or concerns! 

 

Ms. Hagans, Ms. Greenstein, Ms. Lynch, Ms. Comstock, Ms. Rode 

JANUARY 2018 





General Music 

January 2018 

Thank you to all those who made the Winter Concert a success:  accompanist, Isabella 

White and the following parent volunteers: Kirstina Thompson, Jennifer Lewy, Alena 

Maze, Penny Kulawiak, Aneyza Abdulsani, Denise Vola and any other parents who 

helped with rehearsals or passing out programs.  I appreciate your help so much! 

 

 Fifth Grade Chorus Students Only: 

Fifth grade chorus students are invited to participate in a joint Glen Burnie area 

school concert, alongside the Glen Burnie High School chorus, as well as several other el-

ementary and middle schools in the Glen Burnie area.  This GALA event will be on Janu-

ary 26, 2018 at 7pm, with rehearsals on Wednesday and Thursday January 24-25, 

from 6-8pm. The weather dates are January 31 and February 1 (rehearsals) and the 

concert would be on Friday February 2, 2018.  Watch for permission slips to come home 

the first week of January. 

4th and 5th Chorus:  

The Spring Concert is scheduled for June 6, 2018 with the morning concert at Marley Ele-

mentary for students only. If your child is in strings, band or chorus, please remember 

that the appropriate concert dress for the entire day is as follows: 

White shirt  

Black pants or ankle-length skirt 

Black socks and dress shoes 

 

If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact Mrs. Cunningham 

at jlcunningham@aacps.org.   

 

.   

mailto:jlcunningham@aacps.org


Vision and Hearing Screening 
State mandated vision and hearing screening will take place at Marley  Ele-

mentary School on Wednesday, January 10 and Thursday, January 11, 

2017. All  PK, Kindergarten, First grade, and Forth grade students will be 

tested as well as any student who is new to the county. 

 

Any parent with concerns about their child’s vision or hearing may request 

screening by contacting the Health Room. Teachers with concerns may also 

request screening for any student. Parents of students who wear glasses 

should be sure that their child has his/her glasses with them on the day of 

screening. 

THE HEALTH ROOM  

 Suzie Barnhouse, R.N. 

 Tammy Beatty, L.P.N. 

REMINDER: 

 

No student is allowed to carry medicated cough drops to school.  In 

order for the HR to administer cough drops, An AA County (School Health 

Services Program) doctor’s medication form must be signed and completed 

by BOTH the child’s physician and parent. Cough drops will be locked up 

and administered in the HR provided there is an accompanying medication 

order. All nonprescription medication must be brought to the HR by an 

adult in an unopened (factory sealed) bag or box. 

 

Students are allowed to carry  

ONLY  

non-medicated chapstick to school. 

 

Health Room News 



PARENTS 

PLEASE READ 

REGARDING ALL  

BIRTHDAYS 

 

In regards to all birthdays—we here at Marley Elementary ask 

that  if you wish to supply cupcakes for your child on his or her 

birthday that you only bring in the very small bite size ones. 

We also ask that be the only thing you supply as far as food and 

drinks go. With our school size and limited time for lunch we 

feel this is all we can accommodate.  You are welcome to sup-

ply pencils or a small like object instead if you like.  

 

Thank you for all your understanding and if you 

have questions please feel free to contact the office 

 

PARENTS—PLEASE READ!! 








